In this paper we describe our experiences with the application of a multiple criteria decision method (IMGP = Interactive Multiple Goal Programming) for the evaluation of economic policy in the Netherlands.
An uncommon aspect of this study is that the multiple criteria decision method was not used to find an optimal solution, but rather to test the attainability of a number of contrasting scenarios for economic development. 
Introduction
In recent years, several attempts have been made to design and to apply interactive learning models in the area of economic policy and environmental management.
In the present paper we describe a methodology and the main results of a study in the area of integrated environmental policy analysis. In section 5, we present and discuss some of the results of this study. In section 6, we make some observations with respect to the process of using a multiple criteria decision method and with respect to the quality of the results, as perceived by the users. Finally, in section 7, we describe the main conclusions of this study. Finally, a set of feasible solutions satisfying the minimum conditions on the goal values can be subjected to a second analysis by the decision-maker.
In his decision environment, the decision-maker may wish (or need) some elbow-room, thus requiring more than just one solution. Alternatively, it may be that not all goal variables have or could have been included in the first analysis. Then, given the sets of solutions resulting from that analysis, the goal variables which have been neglected there can be taken account of in the second analysis. In fact, this was done in the WRRstudy in which we took part. By means of the interactive procedure, a set of solutions satisfying certain minimum conditions on the goal values was found. Then, this set was further investigated in order to take account of the instruments by means of which these solutions could be fulfilled. This second analysis aIso involved additional objectives and other instruments than in the first analysis. In this second analysis, attention was paid among others to the time paths of the most important instruments and to the '.sectoral structure of the economy.
In the latter case, more detailed objectives concerning the expansion or contraction of particular sectors (e.g., Government services) emerged. This goal has been defined as the minimization of total domestic use of energy both for consumption and production, .minus the amount saved by increased efficiency in the use of energy. Within the model, the saving of energy has been made possible by adding to the seventeen conventional economic sectors of the model an energy saving sector. To take account of pollution, the model has been extended with a separate pollution-abatement sector. Target values for unabated pollution are set, starting,from the observed level of pollution in the base-year to zero in the tenth year. The sum of pollution in excess of these target values is minimized. Pollution is related to the level of productive activity in each sector as well as to some of the sectoral consumption levels. Only the kinds of pollution, for which techniques and costs of abatement are known, are taken into account.
In addition to these goals, a number of constraints has been formulated; some of them being of logical nature, others representing reasonable limits to the rate of change of some variables.
Notably the yearly changes in the balance of trade per sector may not exceed 5% of the value of import or export (whichever is bigger) in the base-year. Production in each sector is always equal or less than the capacity in the year before. The growth of capacity is limited to 10% a year. The same limit holds for the growth of sectoral consumption. Dismantlement of capacity is limited by the rate of depreciation.
Results
In this section, we will illustrate how the three scenarios have been simulated by means of the methodology described in the preceding section. First, we give an 'overview of the simulation of the scenario which has been described as Voluntary Austerity. Next, we describe the final results of the two other scenarios. We conclude this section with a global comparison of the results. again. Fig. 1 shows the impact of this subsequent tightening of goal constraints on the attainability of other goals. Next, we will describe each of the iterations in some more detail:
(0) (See table 1.) The highest unemployment level after the second year may not exceed 350,000 manyears; the minimal (weighted) growth rate of the consumption in any sector in any year should equal or exceed -5%; the average level of consumption in the eighties is not allowed to be more than 11.5% below the level in 1980; the overall deficit on the balance of trade should, on average, be less than Hfl 5 billion a year; the average level of the use of energy in the eighties should be less than 12.5% above the 1980-level; the average level of the energy incorporated in consumption should be less than 5% above the 1980-level; and the average annual excess of the norm for pollution should be less than Hfl 2 billion in terms of its abatement costs. 'Given minimization goal variable (6). Table 4 Results 'Export-led Growth', final iteration, 198@1990." 
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